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Go to www.imbaseni - trust.org.uk  for more details and the very latest news  

Vision for Workshop fulfilled at last!  

 

 

 

 

 

Adamôs Government 
Assignment 

 
Adam Wilson, now in his final year of a 

Social Work degree, supported by the 

Trust, had an interesting Government 

assignment for his field work.  He 

writes, óI actually wanted a project with 

a remand home.  But the Assistant 

Commissioner of Social Welfare at the 

Ministry suggested another project 

altogether - helping a former street boy 

to start a project for other street boys. I 

accepted, and an assessment meeting 

was arranged. The boy in question was 

Omari - someone I had met before in 

Dodoma!ô 

óI found out that he had already 

contacted the local MP, who was 

sympathetic. So I set up a meeting in the 

centre of Dar and 23 turned up!  We had 

a very good discussion with many 

speaking up. After the discussion was 

over, it transpired that 2 of the 3 girls in 

the group were actually suffering from 

malaria.  Omari suggested that they go in 

a bus to a nearby health centre.  I was 

impressed that he paid for the girlsô 

treatment, and nobody asked me for 

money!  When I reported all this to my 

supervisor, he was most encouraged that 

the project had got off to such a good 

start.  I handed in my report then had to 

go off to Dodoma for my placement at 

the mental hospitalô. 

óWhen I got back to Dar, I decided to 

look him up. Imagine my delight when 

he told me the group had rented a house 

and set up a home for street boys - 

completely using their own initiative. A 

government officer had come to check 

out the house they had chosen to rent, 

and they now have 35 residents! They 

call it óNew Hope Family!ôô 

óNot only that, but the husband of a 

fellow student when he heard about the 

initiative, decided to donate food on a 

regular basis, he was so impressed with 

what had happened ï I believe only God 

could have guided all of us involved.ô 

More about Adam on the back pageé. 

The Nuru Workshop for adults with physical disabilities, set up over 3 years ago, is now 

flourishing!  There are eight full-time workers who between them in the last 18 months 

have created products sold for a total of almost £11,500.  In Tanzania this goes a long 

way! Enough to pay for the workersô salaries plus a contribution to the local church and 

security guard!    

Graeme and Carolyn Simpson, who have managed the workshop for the past 18 months 

are leaving in July.  The plan is for a Tanzanian manager to continue the work with 

continued assistance from expatriate volunteers who live nearby.   

  

   

 
Florence selling necklaces to the 

wife of the EU ambassador! 

How YOU can help! 

Buy necklaces, bracelets or earrings ï or cards for Christmas! Or sponsor a hand 
sewn ócounting bannerô. For Ã25, the workshop will make a banner (see above 
right) and deliver it personally free to a local school ï this means income for the 
workshop as well as a wonderful resource for the school.  

Contact Morag Stenhouse on 0141 776 5509, moragstenhouse@talktalk.net  or at 
31 Victoria Street, Kirkintilloch, Glasgow G66 1LG for details. Morag will also be 

delighted to visit your church or other group to share about the work. 

  

 

 
A counting banner donated by a 

supporter to a Primary school 

 

 

Workshop Productsé.. 
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 ASHERI  is originally from Dodoma, and came to Dar in 1980. He has many siblings and is married to ELISABETH who 

also works with us. Asheri was born deaf, but communicates very effectively with sign language. This lovely couple started 

work at the Centre in November last year, having made contact through OLWEN, a pastor who regularly visits to teach sign 

language.  Asheri has been a great help looking after the garden, which itself is a struggle because of the salt content of the 

well water being too high to successfully grow vegetables as originally hoped. He also joins Kelvin in the workshop helping 

make cards and more recently tile mosaics. Asheri says he enjoys working at the Nuru Centre because of the cooperation of 

folk working together. His hopes for the future include having a bigger company that can help more deaf people. 

ELISABETH, Asheriôs wife comes from Tabora, and arrived in Dar in 1989. She lost her hearing in 1990 when she seems to 

have had a serious neurological illness.  Elizabeth and Asheri also made use of the hostel facilities by living there when they 

first came to work at the Centre. They now rent a small room nearby, but are often around the centre, enjoying the company of 

folks around. Elisabeth also signs very efficiently, and this gift has really opened up the lives of Bearice and Juliette which is 

great to see. She enjoys making the beads and using the sewing machines at the Centre. She would like to learn more about 

computers and learn to be a business woman.  

SABINA  is the senior worker. She moved to Dar es Salaam in 1976 from Tabora and has been involved with the workshop from the 

beginning. She contracted polio when 10 years old which left her with significant weakness and deformity of one of her legs, which 

means she can only walk with crutches. She is a wonderful family lady, celebrating 35 years of marriage, and has 5 children and 4 

grandchildren. She is great at trying new ideas, and maintaining the quality of the old ones ï the workers have all had beads rejected 

by Sabinaôs óquality controlô at some point ! Her dream would be to have her own shop up at her house. 

JULIETTE  is from Mtwara, and lives with her parents near to the Nuru centre. She is a single Mum with a 4 year old daughter. 

Juliette has not always been deaf, she too suffered a óneurological ó illness in earlier life which caused the deafness. She came to 

Nuru through friendship with Sabina and enjoys her work here. She is happy making the beads and necklaces, would like to be 

able to do more tailoring and is really enjoying learning more sign language with Olwen. Her hope is simply that everyone 

continues to work well together.  

KELVIN  was introduced to the Nuru Centre through a missionary working with AIM international. He was born in Dar es Salaam, 

and is fiercely independent, knowing the city well.  He often goes to the market to buy workshop supplies, where he battles through 

crowded buses and pot-holed roads on his artificial legs. At work, Kelvin turns his hand to card making, shoe making, bread and 

muffin making, tile mosaic ï and now making bread. His poor vision is a constant challenge.  Heôd love to run his own business as a 

trader. 

BEARICE  may be deaf and struggles to talk but her facial expressions leave you in no doubt to how she is feeling! She was 

born in Arusha and has happy memories of family life there. Sadly she contracted cerebral malaria in 1984, which left her deaf 

and also caused epilepsy, and during a particularly bad fit she fell into a fire and suffered severe burns from which she still 

suffers the consequences of damaged skin. Bearice lives in Mbezi Beach with her brother and his family, but still visits her 

father in Arusha from time to time. She has been at the Nuru Centre since 2007 having made contact with Pastor Charles and 

Sabina. Bearice is happy making beads and so grateful to everyone who makes this project successful. ïthat includes YOU !  

FLORENCE was born in Moshi, near Kilimanjaro, and came to Dar in 1999. Having been born healthy she suffered from polio 

age 2 years and now has deformities of both feet making walking difficult. Because of constant health problems she finished 

school age 15. She is a single Mum to Maggie who is now 10 and continues to do well at the local school and would love to be 

able to go on to secondary school one day. Florence first came to Nuru in 2008 having made contact with Pastor Charles and 

lived at the centre in the hostel before finding a room locally. She is instrumental in the necklace making process and the sewing 

of the banners. Her hope is a problem free future! Continued work is part of achieving that.  

ESTHER returned to the Nuru Centre in January having spent a work placement there last year and at present is living 

happily in the hostel room next to the workshop. She too was born healthy but in 1993 contracted a disease which left 

her totally paralysed from the neck down. She spent 2 years in hospital, before gradually regaining some use of the 

muscles in her upper limbs and being able to breathe independently. She is now totally dependent on her wheelchair but 

is remarkably independent. Her parents died in 1994 and 2004 so Esther has been cared for by her loving siblings. 

Esther is happy to be living and working at the Centre, but has hopes of managing a óbig companyô one day. She has a 

living faith in Jesus and watching her cope with her life is a challenge to all at the Centre.   

GRAEME and CAROLYN have worked 

tirelessly at building up the workshop to its 

present strength and making it fully self-

sustaining.  Currently the income and 

expenditure match well and their hope and 

prayer is that after they leave the Nuru 

Centre in July this year the work will go 

on from strength to strength under Tanzanian management.  We are 

very grateful to them for their love and practical care for the workers ï 

they will indeed be sorely missed!  Not only have they managed to 

increase the local income, and that from the UK, but they have also  

introduced a ówelfare fundô and a two month salary óinsuranceô in case 

of insufficient sales.  We are all grateful to their partners, Pioneers UK 

for sending them to us, and for their personal example of humble, 

sacrificial service for Jesus.  The way that they have lived together as 

a family on site has been an example to us all, and we wish them 

Godôs blessing in all the days that lie ahead back in Scotland.         

Whoôs Who at the Nuru Workshop 

 

UK and Local Sales of Nuru Centre Products 

 

The graph of sales above shows that in the 4th quarter of 2010, local sales of 

Nuru products easily topped UK sales for the first time.  The overall sales are 

very encouraging, paying salaries for all the full time workers, plus a sum set 
aside for staff welfare. 

 



All the preparations for the establishing of the pre-school 

and primary school are at last completed and the schools 

will start in January 2012.  The Scripture Union repres-

entative, Bryceson Mwakisembeja, says that óhaving an 

expatriate teacher 

would be a tremen-

dous advantage for 

the school and there 

is very nice rent-free 

staff accommodation 

(right) on the site!ô 

You can read some reports about the Mbeya Centre at 

www.sumbeya.blogspot.com. See also óVACANCIESô. 

 

 

What started with a small group of Imbaseni graduates as a vision to build a garage has now become a 

reality thanks to the patience and perseverance of Erick Lonjino, the prime mover of the group.  Now based 

in Dar es Salaam, the garage employs four staff (right, Erick is second from left), and is flourishing.  Over a 

period of 10 years the Imbaseni Trust has supported the vision to establish a garage 

by sending out second hand tools, including bottle jacks, a gas welding set, tyre 

changing equipment and other smaller items, most of which are still put to good use daily. A generator originally 

purchased for the Nuru Centre was also donated.  A recent customer at the garage had been given a very high estimate for 

a repair for his car, and decided to bring it to the Lochinegore garage. The repair was carried out properly and at a fraction 

of the first estimate. The customer just happened to be a local bank manager who indicated that Erick should apply for a 

loan as his business was offering such good service! The Imbaseni Trust convenerôs 22-year old car (extreme right in 

picture at top left) was also badly in need of a fair bit of welding and this was gladly carried out at no cost by the skilled 

welder using the equipment supplied by the Trust (left)!        

Ten years in Tanzaniaé.a note from the Imbaseni Trust Convener 

Frances and I came to live and work in Tanzania exactly ten years ago and these past years has been a very good 

experience indeed for us both.  We have the privilege of being ólinks in the chainô in realising the vision of 

Tanzanians motivated by their faith in Jesus Christ. Many readers of this newsletter have given generously and 

are also vital ólinks in the chainô. It all started for me in 1985 at an international SU conference in Harare when I 

met Justin Oforo, then General Secretary of SU in Tanzania. I never guessed what would happen as a result of 

that meeting!  What transpired was an ongoing relationship with SU Tanzania leading to the implementation of 

the vision of Imbaseni, and other projects, and the establishment of the Imbaseni Trust as a registered charity in the UK (ITUK) and later the 

registration in Tanzania of the Imbaseni Trust Tanzania (ITT), independent of the ITUK.   

On a different level entirely, that 1985 meeting has led to finding myself responsible for the design of the Property Tax system for the city of Dar 

es Salaam ï four times larger than my home city of Edinburgh, to mention only one of the many assignments of my day job!  

There is still so much work that expatriates can do in Tanzania.  It is a very stable and socially mature country, and those having the right attitude 

are always welcome. It would be wonderful if God would call someone reading this newsletter to come over to Tanzania and help realise the 

vision of our brothers and sisters here.  The opportunities are many and varied ï listed on the back page are a few - primary teacher, craft designer, 

software developer, project leader and communications manager, and the list could be easily lengthened to include your skills and experience!   

At a recent meeting of the ITUK, it was decided to pass over to the ITT, as much decision-making as possible. The members of ITT are 

Tanzanians who share our faith in Christ and our vision, and the their trust deed is based on that of the ITUK . They have a clear understanding of 

how best those visions can be both realised and, more importantly, sustained.  All of us involved in both Trusts want to thank you as supporters for 

your prayers and donations and pray for your continued interest and support in the coming years.   

Volunteers needed for online English editing! 

Starting in October 2011 the Trust is planning to start an 

online income generation project based in the UK to 

support the work of the Imbaseni Trust Tanzania (ITT). 

Students of higher education will pay a fixed amount into 

the ITT bank account in Dar es Salaam and submit their 

draft Masterôs dissertations or PhD theses online to the 

ITUK, for English editing.  Volunteers will be needed 

who are willing to undertake this work. Training will be 

given but no remuneration! If interested, contact Frances 

Wilson at frances.in.dar@gmail.com. 

Lochinegore Garage    e  x  p  a  n  d  s!!! 

Graham Wilson 

SU Mbeya Centre Update 
 

This newsletter is published by the Imbaseni Trust (UK), c/o Dr Elizabeth Swain, 7 

Woodilee Cottages, Lenzie, G66 3UA. The e-mail address is 

e.swain@btopenworld.com.  If you would like to make a donation to the Trust, for 

any of the projects described or the ongoing support of other projects, please send 

�D�� �F�K�H�T�X�H���S�D�\�D�E�O�H�� �W�R�� �µ�7�K�H�� �,�P�E�D�V�H�Q�L�� �7�U�X�V�W�¶�� �W�R�� �W�K�Ls address. If you are a taxpayer, 

you can add value to your gift by completing a Gift Aid form (available from the 

website at www.imbaseni-trust.org.uk).  To give directly, eg online, here are the 

Imbaseni Trust account details: Co-operative Bank, Balloon St, Manchester, sort 

code 08-92-99 Account Name: The Imbaseni Trust; Account No:65041787.  

Remember to give your name and if you are a taxpayer, you can increase the 

value of your gift as mentioned above.    

Thanks so much to all who have supported the work so generously 

http://www.sumbeya.blogspot.com/
mailto:frances.in.dar@gmail.com

